
Information for Veterinarians About Borzoi 

The following information has been provided by the BCOA Health Committee Chairman (1995) Anne Midgarden DVM.  

It  may be photocopied and provided not only to your own vet, or to a new one when you may find the need to see one, but 

also to puppy purchasers  and anyone else who may be new to the breed.  This is a 2011 update. 

Information for Veterinarians About Borzoi 

 Borzoi and other sighthounds have a different genetic base than the majority of dogs seen in 

practice; subsequently they are subject to some unique conditions and are not subject to other common 

conditions.  This paper is designed to help you treat the Borzoi in your practice. 

General 

 Borzoi are slow growing dogs.  Sexual maturity is typically 11-18 months, and 2 years for a 

bitch's first heat cycle is not uncommon.  Routing spaying and neutering is best done after 10 months of 

age. 

 Borzoi puppies develop more in response to their environment than other breeds.  Puppies with 

limited exercise grow taller and narrower than their littermates allowed free running.  Borzoi puppies 

cannot tolerate a very high fat diet as found in many premium puppy foods.  An adult diet (or large 

breed puppy diet) that is about 26% protein and 12-15% fat is best.  Adding fruits, vegetables and lean 

meat is helpful. 

Anesthesia 

 Most, but not all, Borzoi cannot tolerate barbituates or acepromazine.  The injectible anesthetic 

of choice is 50-50 diazepam:ketamine dosed at 1cc per 20 pounds body weight.  Or Propyfol at 1cc per 5 

pounds.  Any inhalant anesthetic is fine.  Avoid any premed including atropine. 

Pharmaceuticals 

 Sulfa antibiotics in some Borzoi causes diarrhea, hives or even anyphylaxis. 

 L-thyroxin may take a higher dosage level in cases of hypothyroidism.  However, normal T4 

levels are lower than other breeds.  Diagnose hypothyroidism only in cases of elevated TSH. 

 Organophosphates, especially in flea collars, can cause severe reactions.  So far the newer flea 

products (Advantage, Frontline, Comfortis) are safer and more effective, but be cautious of 

products containing pyrethrins and permethrins. 

 Cephalexin can cause GI symptoms and may even trigger bloat.  If it is necessary to place a 

Borzoi on it, we advise giving  yogurt with live cultures while the dog is on the antibiotic. 

Diseases 

 GDV and Bloat is the big scare for Borzoi owners.  You may want to keep a foal sized nasogastric 

tube on hand, and advise a preventative gastroplexy in dogs with a close family history of GDV. 

 Perianal Fistulas 



 Musculoskeletal problems.  Borzoi do not have Hip Dysplasia.  They can have spinal problems, 

OCD, or panosteitis.  Borzoi are prone to injuries as they are long limbed and very fast.  

Fractures respond better to internal fixation than to casting or splinting.  Most Borzoi are lazy 

and take cage rest well.  

 Osteosarcoma shows up rarely at 2 years, and occasionally at 8-10 years. 

 Cardiomyopathy 

 Thin skin that tears easily.  Fresh cuts often can be sutured without anesthetic. 

 Lumbosacral Spinal Disease 

 Allergic dermatitis is rare in  Borzoi but typically responds to antibiotics, steroids and antifungal 

shampoos. 

 Seizures - often responds better to homeopathic remedies or KBr alone than phenobarbital 

(watch dosages of barbituates with sighthounds). 

 Dental care - Borzoi need routine dental care.  Either tooth brushing or large beef knuckle bones 

given weekly for 1-2 hours maintain good dental health and gum care. 

 

 


