
Parasite Protocol for Dogs 

Puppies 

Deworm with pyrantel pamoate 50 mg/ 20 lbs every 2 weeks until 12 weeks old. 

Start heartworm prevention before 16 weeks. 

Run a fecal test (preferably at lab, not clinic) at 6 – 8 weeks (or if diarrhea) using a 

conglomerate stool sample from several littermates and treat accordingly.  

Coccidia – pozonuril (75 mg per 5 lbs) is the best treatment at this time.  SMZ  is 

often ok.  Most coccidia is no longer sensitive to Albon. 

Giardia – panacur (100 mg/ 4 lbs for 5 days) is the best treatment.  Metronidazole 

is ok, but is more symptomatic relief than cure. 

Remember: Once you have had any parasite in a litter expect it in future litters 

and plan accordingly.  Roundworms, hookworms, whipworms, coccidia and 

giardia all survive for YEARS in the environment and in asymptomatic dogs. 

Adults 

Heartworm prevention should be given monthly in Ohio from April 1st to 1 month 

after HARD frost (often January). It is usually easier to keep it up year round.  The 

most economical treatment is %1 ivermectin solution given at 0.1 cc per 110 lbs.  

Adults should receive intestinal deworming as is indicated by their environment, 

but once a year is a minimum.  Options: (0.5 cc of 1%  ivermectin/100lbs plus 

pyrantel); (Panacur 100 mg/4 lbs daily for 3 – 5 days);  Interceptor; Drontal Plus. 

Flea control should start by May 1st in Ohio and go until a hard frost (December?).  

Advantage is the only product tested to be safe on breeding dogs, but Frontline 

has been used effectively.  Comfortis seems to be giving good results.  Remember 

fleas have feet and can hop in your yard or house.  It is good to change products 

regularly as flea populations become resistant. 

Ticks live in tall grass and are best kept under control by mowing frequently both 

inside and outside yards. 


